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Workers pump water from a flooded section of Interstate 676 in Philadelphia Friday, Sept. 3, 2021 in the aftermath of downpours and high winds from the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida that hit the area. 
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searches, sorrow in wake of Ida's destructive, deadly floods 


From Front 


By MIKE CATALINI, WAYNE 
PARRY and MICHAEL R. SI- 
SAK 

Associated Press 
ELIZABETH, N.J. (AP) — Po- 
lice went door to door in 
search of more possible 
victims and drew up lists of 
the missing as the death toll 
rose to 49 on Friday in the 
catastrophic flooding set 
off across the Northeast by 
the remnants of Hurricane 
Ida. 

The disaster Underscored 
with heartbreaking — clar- 
ity how vulnerable the U.S. 
is to the extreme weather 
that climate change is 
bringing. In its wake, offi- 
cials weighed far-reaching 
new measures fo save lives 
in future storms. 

More than three days af- 
ter the hurricane blew 
ashore in Louisiana, Ida's 
rainy remains hit the North- 
east with stunning fury on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
submerging cars, swamp- 
ing subway stations and 
basement apartments and 
drowning scores of people 
in five states. 

Intense rain overwhelmed 
urban drainage systems 
never meant to handle so 
much water in such a short 
time — a record 3 inches 
in just an hour in New York. 
Seven rivers in the North- 
east reached their high- 
est levels on record, Dart- 
mouth University researcher 
Evan Dethier said. 

On Friday, communities la- 
bored to haul away ruined 
vehicles, DUMP OUT homes 
and highways, clear away 
muck and other debris and 
restore mass transit. 

Even after clouds gave 
way to blue skies, some riv- 
ers and streams were siill 
rising. Part of the swollen 
Passaic River in New Jersey 
wasnt expected fo crest 
until Friday night. 

"People think it's beauti- 
ful out, which it is, that this 
thing's behind us and we 
can go back to business as 
usual, and we're not there 
yet," New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy warned. 

At least 25 people perished 
in New Jersey, the most of 
any state. Most drowned 
after their vehicles were 
caught in flash floods. A 


Vehicles are under water during flooding in Norristown, Pa. 


family of three and their 
neighbor were killed as 12 
to 14 feet of water filled 
their apartments in Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey. 

Across the street, Jennifer 
Vilchez said she could hear 
people crying, ‘Help! Help!" 
from their windows. 

At least six people re- 
mained missing in the state, 
Murphy said. 

In New York City, 11 people 
died when they were un- 
able to escape rising wa- 
ter in their low-lying apart- 
ments. A man, woman 
and 2-year-old boy per- 
ished as their Queens street 
turned into a raging gully, 
hemmed in by a concrete 
wall on the nearby Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway. 
New York's subways were 
running Friday with delays 
or not at all. North of the 
city, commuter train ser- 
vice remained susoended 
or severely curtailed. In the 
Hudson Valley, train tracks 
were covered in several 
feet of mud. 

Floodwaters and a falling 
tree also took lives in Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, Con- 
necticut and New York. 
While the storm ravaged 
homes and the. electri- 
cal grid in Louisiana and 
Mississippi, leaving more 
than 800,000 people with- 
out power as of Friday, it 
seemingly proved more le- 


thal over 1,000 miles away, 
where the Northeast death 
toll outstriooed the 13 lives 
reported lost so far in the 
Deep South. 

Ida stands as the deadliest 
hurricane in the U.S. in four 
years. 

IN a second wave of ca- 
lamity in the Northeast, 
fires broke out in swamped 
homes and __ businesses, 
many inaccessible to fire- 
fighters because of flood- 
waters. Authorities said gas 
leaks triggered by flooding 
were likely to blame. 

A Manville, New Jersey 
banquet hall exploded in 
flames around 2 a.m. Fri- 
day. Its owner, Jayesh Meh- 
ta, said he felt helpless and 
heartbroken looking at vid- 
eos of his burning business. 
‘| dont know what to do 
and how fo deal with 
something like this," Mehta 
told NJ Advance Media. 

In Philadelphia, part of the 
crosstown Vine Street Ex- 
oressway remained flood- 
ed after the Schuylkill River 
reached its highest level 
since 1902. An_ inch-thick 
layer of mud was left where 
the road had dried. 
Officials said they wanted 
to get the highway re- 
opened by Saturday after- 
noon, when thousands of 
people are expected for 
the two-day Made in Amer- 
ica music festival, which 
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Mayor Jim Kenney insisted 
will go on as planned. 

In New York City, teams of 
police officers knocked on 
doors to check for any- 
one left behind. Police re- 
viewed emergency calls 
from when the storm hit 
to pinpoint where people 
may have been in harm's 
way. Calls to the city's 911 
system Wednesday night 
peaked at 12 times above 
normal. 

In Wilmington, Delaware, 
crews rescued more than 
200 people after the Bran- 
dywine River reached re- 
cord levels, swamping 
roads, bridges and homes. 
No major injuries were re- 
ported. 

Ida came ashore Sunday in 
Louisiana tied as the fifth- 
strongest storm to ever hit 
the U.S. mainland, then 
moved north. Forecast- 
ers warned of hazardous 
flooding, but the ferocity of 
the storm caught the na- 
tion's most densely popu- 
lated metropolitan corridor 
by surprise. 

In Manville, New Jersey, 
storm evacuees told the 
same story: an urgent knock 
on the door, a wall of water 
crashing into their apart- 
ments, being rescued by 
boat and taken to higher 
ground — until that ground 
also flooded, necessitating 
a second rescue. 


Richie Leonardis, a 60-year- 
old who has had one leg 
amputated and uses a 
wheelchair, said a_ siren 
went off around 4 a.m. 
Thursday. Within minutes, 
police knocked on his door, 
urging him to evacuate. 
"When | opened the door, 
the water rushed in and 
almost knocked me out of 
my wheelchair,” he said. 
‘The cops had to grab me 
to keep me from going un- 
der the water.’ 

Richard Leoncini said 6 feet 
of water rushed in when he 
opened his door, knocking 
him backwards. 

"The fire department came 
and got me in a boat,’ 
Leoncini, 65, said. "You're 
waiting for that boat fo ar- 
rive and you're surrounded 
by water In your apartment 
and youre thinking, 'How 
am | going to get out of 
thise™ 


Leaders in some _ states 
pledged TO examine 
whether anything could 


be done to prevent a ca- 
tastrophe like this from hap- 
pening again. 

New Jersey and New York 
have both spent billions 
of dollars improving flood 
defenses after Superstorm 
Sandy hit in 2012, but much 
of that work was focused 
primarily on protecting 
communities from seawa- 
ter, not rain. 

New York Gov. Kathy Ho- 
chul said the region needs 
to turn its attention to storm 
water systems unprepared 
to handle a future of more 
frequent flash flooding be- 
cause of climate change. 
New York Mayor Bill de Bla- 
sio said the city will work to 
clear people from roads, 
subway trains and base- 
ment apartments in ad- 
vance of major rainstorms, 
and will ban travel as it 
does during major snow- 
storms. He said the city will 
also send cellphone alerts 
warning people to leave 
basement apartments and 
dispatch city workers to get 
them to shelters. 

"It's not just saying to pEeo- 
ple you have to get out of 
your apartment," de Blasio 
sald. 

"It's going door to door with 
our first resoonders and 
other city agencies to get 
people out." 
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U.S. expects to admit more than 50,000 evacuated Afghans 


By BEN FOX and 

ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — At 
least 50,000 Afghans are 
expected to be admitted 
into the United States fol- 
lowing the fall of Kabul as 
part of an “enduring com- 
mitment” to helo people 
who aided the American 
war effort and others who 
are particularly vulnerable 
under Taliban rule, the sec- 
retary of homeland security 
said Friday. 

Tens of thousands of Af- 
ghans have already made 
it through security vetting 
and arrived in the U.S. to 
begin the process of re- 
settlement. Exactly how 
many more will come and 
how long it will take remain 
open questions, DHS Sec- 
retary Alejandro Mayorkas 
said as he outlined the ef- 
fort. 

“Our commitment is an en- 
during one,” he told report- 
ers. “This is not just a matter 
of the next several weeks. 
We will not rest until we 
have accomplished the ul- 
timate goal.” 

Mayorkas and other Biden 
administration officials are 
providing the most detailed 
look to date at what be- 
gan as a frantic and cha- 
otic effort to evacuate U.S. 
citizens, permanent resi- 
dents and Afghans before 
the Aug. 30 withdrawal of 
American troops and the 
end of the country’s lon- 
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Families evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan, walk through the terminal before boarding a bus 
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after they arrived at Washington Dulles International Airport, in Chantilly, Va., on Thursday, Sept. 


2, 2021. 


gest war. 

Jack Markell, former gover- 
nor of Delaware, will serve 
as coordinator of what the 
White House Is calling “Op- 
eration Allies Welcome.” He 
will work alongside the Na- 
tional Security Council, Do- 
mestic Policy Council, DHS, 
and other federal agen- 
cies “to ensure vulnerable 
Afghans who pass screen- 
ing and vetting reviews 
are safely and efficiently 
resettled here in the United 
States,” said Karine Jean- 
Pierre, the White House 
princioal deputy press sec- 
retary. The appointment Is 


expected to run through 
the end of the year. 

Nearly 130,000 were. air- 
lifted out of Afghanistan 
in one of the largest mass 
evacuations in U.S. history. 
Many of those people are 
still in transit, undergoing se- 
curity vetting and screen- 
ing in other countries, in- 
cluding Germany, Spain, 
Kuwait and Qatar. 
Mayorkas said there have 
been some evacuees who 
have been stopped at 
transit countries because 
of “derogatory informa- 
tion,” though he provided 
no details. It is unclear what 


Rocket ‘terminated’ in fiery explosion 
over Pacific Ocean 


VANDENBERG SPACE 
FORCE BASE, Calif. (AP) — 
A privately designed, un- 
manned rocket built to car- 
ry satellites was destroyed 
in an explosive fireball after 
suffering an “anomaly” off 
the California coast during 
its first attempt at reaching 
Earth's orbit. 

Firefly Aerospace’s Aloha 
rocket was “terminated” 
over the Pacific Ocean 
shortly after its 6:59 p.m. 
Thursday liftoff from Van- 
denberg Space Force 
Base, according to a base 
statement. Video from the 
San Luis Obispo Tribune 
showed the explosion. 


Firefly said an “anomaly” 
occurred during the first- 
stage ascent that “resulfed 
in the loss of the vehicle” 
about two minutes, 30 sec- 
onds into the flight. Van- 
denberg said a team of 
investigators will try to de- 
termine what caused the 
failure. 

The rocket was carrying a 
payload called DREAM, or 
the Dedicated Research 
and Education Accelerator 
Mission. It consisted of items 
from schools and other in- 
stitutions, including small 
satellites and several dem- 
onstration soacecraft. 
“While we did not meet 


all of our mission objec- 
tives, we did achieve a 
number of them: success- 
ful first stage ignition, liftoff 
of the pad, progression 
TO supersonic soeed, and 
we obtained a substantial 
amount of flight data,” Fire- 
fly said in a statement. The 
information will be applied 
to future missions. 

Austin, Texas-based Firefly is 
developing various launch 
and space vehicles, includ- 
ing a lunar lander. Its Aloha 
rocket was designed to tar- 
get the growing market for 
launching small satellites 
into Earth orbit. 

Standing 95 feet (26 me- 
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happens to any Afghans 
who don’t make it through 
the security screening at 
the overseas transit points, 
though the secretary said 
the U.S. is working with its al- 
lies to address the issue. 

More than 40,000 have ar- 
rived in the U.S. so far. May- 
orkas said about 20% are 
either U.S. citizens or per- 
manent residents. The rest 
are people who have re- 
ceived or are in the process 
of receiving what’s known 
as a Special Immigrant Visa 
— for those who worked 
for the American military 
or NATO as interoreters or 


in some other capacity — 
and Afghans considered 
particularly vulnerable un- 
der Taliban rule, such as 
journalists and employees 
of nongovernmental orga- 
nizations. 

“We have a moral impera- 
tive to protect them, to 
support those who have 
supported this nation,” said 
Mayorkas, who as a child 
came to the U.S. as a ref- 
ugee from Cuba with his 
family. 

“Our mission is not accom- 
plished until we have safely 
evacuated all U.S. citizens 
who wish to leave Afghani- 
stan or lawful permanent 
residents, all individuals 
who have assisted the Unit- 
ed States in Afghanistan,” 
he said. “This effort will not 
end until we achieve that 


goal.” 
Though the U.S. airlift has 
ended, Taliban _ officials 


have said they would al- 
low people with valid travel 
papers to leave, and they 
may feel compelled not to 
backtrack as they seek To 
continue receiving foreign 
aid and run the govern- 
ment. 

Most of the Afghans who 
have arrived in the U.S. are 
being housed on military 
bases around the country, 
receiving medical  treat- 
ment, assistance with sub- 
mitting immigration appli- 
cations and other services 
aimed at helping them 
settle in the country. LJ 





A rocket launched by Firefly Aerospace, the latest entrant in 
the New Space sector, is seen exploding minutes after lifting off 
from the central California coast on Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. 

Associated Press 


ters) high, the two-stage AI- 
oha is designed to carry up 
to 2,200 pounds (1,000 kilo- 
grams) of payload into low 
orbit. The Company wants 


to be capable of launch- 
ing Alohas twice a month. 
Launches would have a 
starting price of $15 million, 
according to Firefly.) 
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White House urged to shutter privately run Kansas prison 


By ROXANA HEGEMAN and 
HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 

BELLE PLAINE, Kan. (AP) — 
A privately run maximum 
security federal prison in 
Kansas is dangerous and 
should be shut down when 
its contract expires at the 
end of this year, civil rights 
advocates and _ federal 
oublic defenders urged the 
White House in a letter. 

The 10-page letter emailed 
Thursday to a White House 
office and local officials 
details stabbings, suicides, 
a homicide and inmate 
rights violations that hap- 
opened this year at the 
Leavenworth Detention 
Center. The letter blamed 
understaffing and poor 
management by operator 
CoreCivic. 

Among the incidents it 
cites was one in February in 
which an inmate was beat- 
en and sent to the hospital 
with life-threatening — inju- 
ries. The next day, an in- 
mate threw hot water on 
a female correctional offi- 
cer, stabbed her and then 
kicked another officer. The 
officers were taken to the 
hospital with severe injuries 
after other inmates inter- 
vened to save them. 

The privately run prison is 
separate from  Leaven- 
worth’'s more well known 
federal penitentiary, where 
infamous mobsters and, 
more recently, former foot- 
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This Aug. 26, 2016, file photo shows a wisok down Highway Perace in beavenworhi Kan., at the 
main gate of the Leavenworth Detention Center of Corrections Corporation of America. 


ball star Michael Vick, were 
held. 

CoreCivic described its crit- 
ics’ claims as “false and 
defamatory” in a written 
statement Friday. 

“These allegations are 
designed to exert politi- 
cal pressure rather than to 
serve as an objective as- 
sessment of the work our 
dedicated (Leavenworth 
Detention Center) staff has 
done to serve the needs of 
the United States Marshals 
Service,” the company 
said. 

The letter was signed by le- 
gal directors for American 
Civil Liberties Union affiliates 
in Kansas, Missouri, lowa 
and Nebraska, and by the 


heads of federal public de- 
fender offices for districts 
whose pretrial detainees 
are incarcerated at the 
prison. 

They wrote that CoreCivic 
has tried to pressure gov- 
ernment entities to keep 
the prison open by renew- 
ing or extending its con- 
tract with the U.S. Marshals 
Service or entering one with 
Leavenworth County that 
would allow CoreCivic to 
run the facility. The county 
declined CoreCivic’s pro- 
posal, but the company 
has asked If to reconsider. 
The White House has the 
opportunity to put mean- 
ing behind President Joe 
Biden's executive order 


Associated Press 


regarding the closure of 
orivate detention facilities, 
the critics contend. 

“We can think of few plac- 
es worthier of immediate 
action than this facility, 
which has proven itself to 
be increasingly dangerous 
and incapable of uphold- 
ing the constitutional of 
those imprisoned there,” 
they wrote. 

In its statement, CoreCivic 
wrote that the ACLU aims 
to end all private prisons, 
and the company said its 
critics’ letter contained 
bias throughout. 

Neither White House 
sookeswoman, Emilie Si- 
mons, nor Leavenworth 
County Administrator Mark 


Loughry immediately re- 
sponded to emails seeking 
comment about the mat- 
ter. 

The detention center, lo- 
cated about 30 miles (48 ki- 
lometers) from Kansas City, 
Missouri, houses inmates 
facing federal charges pri- 
marily from the court sys- 
tem’s Western District of 
Missouri, District of Kansas 
and District of Nebraska. It 
can hold up to 1,033 peo- 
ole. 

Between May and July of 
this year, if averaged more 
than 36 violent incidents a 
month, according to the 
letter. The prison also had 
two suicides this year, in- 
cluding one in which noth- 
ing was done despite the 
family notifying officials that 
the detainee was suicidal, 
and several cases in which 
inmates were stabbed or 
otherwise attacked. The 
letter also alleges that a 
correctional officer sodom- 
ized a detainee during a 
search in the middle of the 
night. 

The ACLU of Kansas also 
says it has received com- 
plaints that staff routinely 
lock people in showers with 
running water as a form of 
punishment. 

Some doors in the prison 
don't lock and inmates rou- 
tinely barricade themselves 
inside their cells at night for 
their own protection, ac- 
cording to the letter.LJ 








In this Tuesday, April 23, 2019 file photo, Founder and CEO of 
Bumble, Whitney Wolfe Herd, speaks during the TIME 100 Summit, 
in New York. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The chief 
executive of Tinder-owner 
Match Group has sharply 
criticized the new law pro- 
hibiting most abortions in 
Texas and says she Is setting 
Up a fund fo help any Tex- 


Associated Press 


as-based employees who 
need to seek an abortion 
outside the state. 

Rival dating app Bumble 
also criticized the law and 
announced on Instagram 
it will donate funds to six 


Match Group CEO, Bumble decry 
Texas law, start aid funds 


organizations that support 
women’s reproductive 
rights. Both companies 
are based in Texas and led 
by women. Dallas-based 
Match Group said CEO 
Shar Dubey is creating the 
fund on her own and not 
through the company. She 
sooke out against the law 
in a memo to employees 
Thursday. “I immigrated to 
America from India over 
29 years ago and | have to 
say, as a Texas resident, | 
am shocked that | now live 
in a state where women's 
reproductive laws are more 
regressive than most of the 
world, including — India,” 
Dubey said in the memo. 


Dubey said her fund would 
helo cover any additional 
costs incurred by Match 
Group employees if they 
need to travel outside the 
state to seek an abortion. 
Her statement came af- 
ter Austin-based Bumble, 
which is led by CEO Whit- 
ney Wolfe, spoke out 
against the law on social 
media. 

“Bumble is women-found- 
ed and women-led, and 
from day one we've stood 
Up for the most vulnerable. 
We'll keep fighting against 
regressive laws like #SB8,” 
Bumble said on Twitter. 

The Texas law, which took 
effect Tuesday after the 


Supreme Court denied an 
emergency appeal from 
abortion providers, bans 
abortions once medical 
orofessionals can detect 
cardiac activity, usually 
around six weeks and of- 
ten before women know 
they're pregnant. 

Rather than be enforced 
by government authorities, 
the law gives citizens the 
right to file civil suits and 
collect damages against 
anyone aiding an abortion. 
If does not make excep- 
tions for rape or incest. 

The law constitutes the big- 
gest curb to the constitu- 
tional right to an abortion in 
decades.) 
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By DANIEL COLE and SYLVIE 
CORBET 

Associated Press 
MARSEILLE, France (AP) — 
Ahead of a global summit 
on biodiversity in France, 
President Emmanuel Ma- 
cron has called for better 
protection of the world’s 
high seas, which largely 
don’t fall under any na- 
tional jurisdiction but are 
threatened by fishing and 
other human activities. 
Macron will formally open 
later Friday the World Con- 
servation Congress in the 
southern city of Marseille, 
on France's Mediterranean 
coast. He is expected to 
urge world leaders and in- 
stitutions to safeguard bio- 
diversity as they work fo 
curb climate change and 
support human welfare. 
Thousands of people are 
set to attend the event, 
both in person and virtually, 
amid the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. The conference, 
held every four years, fo- 
cuses on urgent action 
needed to protect wildlife. 
Several recent studies have 
reported that many of the 
planet's ecosystems are 
severely strained by global 
warming, overuse and oth- 
er threats. Oceanic shark 
populations have dropped 
by 71% since 1970. More 
than half of all bird of prey 


a 


WORLD NEWS AD say 4 SEPTEMBER 2021 
Global biodiversity conference opens in southern France 


- = : a if fl ‘i 
7 ve , | THM 
i. a a | maa 
Eee 
————e 
‘S = 
i i 7 F d 





French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi walk before a 
dinner Thursday Sept. 2, 2021, as part of his three-day visit in Marseille, southern France. 


soecies worldwide are de- 
clining in population and 
18 species are critically en- 
dangered. Warming tem- 
peratures and melting ice 
are projected to imperil 
70% of Emperor penguin 
colonies by 2050, and 98% 
by 2100. 

Speaking to reporters, Ma- 
cron announced the cre- 
ation of anew global event 
meant to protect the high 
seas which cover about 
half the planet's surface. 
The “One Ocean Summit” 


will be organized in France 
in coming months in coor- 
dination with the United 
Nations, he said. 

“When we talk about 
oceans, 60% of these ar- 
eas do not fall under a (na- 
tional) jurisdiction,” Macron 
stressed. 

The summit will aim = at 
creating an_ international 
ocean law, he said. “Be- 
cause otherwise, some 
nations do whatever they 
want in the high seas and 
may destroy. biodiversity 


Associated Press 


and at the same time may 
also make choices which, 
from a geopolitical point of 
view, are bad.” 

On Friday morning, Ma- 
cron and other conference 
participants, including Eu- 
ropean Council President 
Charles Michel, took a 
boat to Calanques Nation- 
al Park, @ marine reserve 
near Marseille known. for 
its blue waters topped by 
high white cliffs. 

Macron said he wants to 
extend the French parts of 


the Mediterranean Sead un- 
der “very high protection,” 
which implies a ban on fish- 
ing. They now represent a 
very small area. 

“We see that when we pro- 
tect well, we succeed in re- 
generating species, regen- 
erating biodiversity,” Ma- 
cron said after his boat trip 
to the Calanques reserve, 
which is home to dolphins, 
fin whales, turtles and a va- 
riety of fish. Its coastal area 
also includes 1,600 plant 
species and 25 protected 
bird species. 

The conference is hosted 
by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Na- 
ture, made up of 1,400 pri- 
vate and government enti- 
ties. A French top official, 
speaking anonymously in 
accordance with the presi- 
dency's customary prac- 
tices, said Macron would 
convey a message about 
the “environmental emer- 
gency” unfolding at the 
local, national and global 
levels. “Our ecosystems 
and their protection are an 
essential solution to face 
the challenge of climate 
change...Lots of examples 
show that biodiversity helps 
with absorbing greenhouse 
gas,” the official said. “On 
the contrary, we know that 
climate change is a major 
factor in biodiversity loss.”) 





Trudeau criticized for calling Canadian election in 4th wave 


MONTREAL (AP) — Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau defended his de- 
cision to call an election 
during the pandemic in first 
debate of the campaign 
for this month’s election. 
Trudeau is facing a tough 
re-election battle against 
his Conservative Party ri- 
val, Erin O'Toole. The vote 
is Sept. 20. “Why did you 
trigger an election in the 
middle of a fourth wave?” 
O'Toole asked Trudeau at 
the French-language de- 
bate in Montreal. 

Trudeau said he needs a 
mandate from voters. 
“Almost 80 percent of Ca- 
nadians have done the 
right thing, they got vacci- 
nated, twice in fact,” said 
Trudeau, noting Canada is 
having a fourth wave be- 


cause 20 percent are un- 
vaccinated.And because 
of them we have to stop 
democracy from working? 
No,” Trudeau said. 

He criticized O'Toole for not 
requiring his candidates to 
be vaccinated. 

O'Toole said he believes 
the country can find rea- 
sonable accommodations 
for those who are unvac- 
cinated, like rapid testing 
and social distancing. 

Four provinces including 
Quebec and Ontario, Can- 
ada’s largest, are bringing 
in vaccine passports that 
require citizens to be vac- 
cinated to enter places like 
restaurants and gyms. 
Trudeau called the elec- 
tion last month seeking to 
win the majority of seats in 
Parliament but polls show 


that is unlikely and that he 
might even lose power to 
O'Toole and the Conservo- 
tive party. 

Trudeau had wanted to 
capitalize on the fact that 
Canada is now one of 
the most fully vaccinated 
countries in the world, but 
the country is now in a 
fourth wave driven by the 
delta variant. 

Daniel Beland, a_ politics 
orofessor at McGill Universi- 
ty in Montreal, said Trudeau 
held his ground. 

“His combative — perfor- 
mance might help stop the 
bleeding for the Liberals or, 
at least, reassure his base 
that he still has fire in his bel- 
ly,” Beland said. 

The 49-year-old Trudeau, 
the son of the late Lib- 
eral Prime Minister Pierre 


Trudeau, became the sec- 
ond youngest prime min- 
ister in Canadian history 
when he was first elected 
with a majority of seats in 
Parliament in 2015. He re- 
asserted liberalism in 2015 
after almost 10 years of 
Conservative Party govern- 
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau talks with reporters after 





ment in Canada, but scan- 
dals combined with high 
expectations damaged his 
brand. His father served as 
orime minister from 1968 to 
1984 with a short interrup- 
tion and remains one of the 
few Canadian politicians 
known in other countries.) 
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taking part in a virtual G7 meeting on the crisis in Afghanistan 
from Hamilton, Ontario, on Tuesday, Aug 24, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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EXPLAINER: Mexico confronts complex position on immigration 


Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico has faced immigration 
oressures from the north, 
south and within its own 
borders in recent weeks, 
putting it in an increasingly 
difficult position. 

Thousands of migrants con- 
tinue to cross its southern 
border, the United States 
sends thousands more 
back from the north and 
there’s the renewed pros- 
pect of the U.S. making 
asylum seekers wait in Mex- 
ico for long periods of time. 
President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador said Thurs- 
day the strategy of con- 
taining migrants in the 
south was untenable on its 
own and more investment 
is needed in the region to 
keep Central Americans 
from leaving their homes. 
But the groups of migrants 
walking north from south- 
ern Mexico in recent days 
have mostly been Haitians, 
a group that would not be 
addressed by the presi- 
dent's proposed tree plant- 
ing and youth employment 
programs in Central Amer- 
ICQ. 

MEXICO’S SOUTHERN 
BORDER 

Protests among the thou- 
sands of mostly Haitian mi- 
grants stuck In the southern 
city of Tapachula have in- 
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Mexican immigration agents detain a Haitian migrant in Escuintla, Chiapas state, Mexico, 


Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021. 


tensified in recent weeks. 
Many have been waiting 
there for months, some up 
to a year, for asylum re- 
quests to be processed. 

Mexico’s refugee agency, 
which handles the appli- 
cations, is overwhelmed. 
It was already behind and 
the pandemic slowed 
things even more. So far 
this year, more than 77,000 
have applied for protected 
status in Mexico, 55,000 of 
those in Tapachula. Hai- 
tians account for about 
19,000 of those applicants. 
Tapachula's shelters are 
full, leaving many asylum 


seekers to live in unsanitary 
conditions while they wait. 
Without the ability to work, 
many have few options. 
Frustrated by the delay 
and their living conditions, 
some began to organize 
in groups of hundreds. Last 
Saturday, several groups 
began walking out of Ta- 
pachula headed — north. 
The groups have so _ far 
been dispersed and-or de- 
tained by Mexican authori- 
ties, sometimes with exces- 
sive force. 

MEXICO’S NORTHERN 
BORDER 

Concern has been growing 


Associated Press 


in northern Mexico since 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
ordered the restart of the 
controversial program that 
made asylum seekers wait 
in Mexico while their cases 
are processed. The Trump- 
era policy called the Mi- 
grant Protection Protocols, 
but better known as “Re- 
main in Mexico,” led to 
more than 70,000 asylum 
seekers waiting, mostly in 
dangerous Mexican border 
cities. The Biden administra- 
tion ended the program 
earlier this year and said 
it Would appeal the court 
decision even as the De- 
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partment of Homeland Se- 
curity takes steos to com- 
oly. On the ground, asylum 
seekers trying to enter the 
U.S. have been frozen out. 
Shelters in northern Mexico 
fear they could soon be 
overwhelmed again by re- 
turned asylum seekers. The 
Mexican government has 
not said how tt will resoond. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. gov- 
ernment continues the 
rapid removal of migrants 
Under a pandemic-related 
authority invoked by the 
Trump administration. So 
far this year, the U.S. gov- 
ernment has made 674,000 
expulsions under that Title 
42 authority. 

U.S. EXPULSIONS TO 
SOUTHERN MEXICO 

U.S. official are also flying 
thousands of migrants from 
other countries to southern 
Mexico, where Mexican 
authorities drive them to 
remote locations on its bor- 
der with Guatemala and 
drop them off. The idea is 
to reduce returns by mak- 
ing it more difficult for mi- 
grants to reach the USS. 
again. Mexico is similarly 
moving migrants detained 
in the north to its southern 
border, said Dana Graber 
Ladek, Mexico chief for the 
International Organization 
for Migration, a part of the 
United Nations system.) 





Nicaragua presidential aspirant 
charged, will face trial 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — One-time Nicara- 
gua presidential aspirant 
Cristiana Chamorro and 
one of her brothers were 
among five people _for- 
mally charged with money 
laundering Thursday, pros- 
ecutors announced. 

In a statement, prosecu- 
tors said Chamorro, Pedro 
Joaquin Chamorro and 
three former employees 
of the Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro Foundation will 
be tried for money laun- 
dering and other alleged 
crimes. 

Cristiana Chamorro has 
been under house arrest 
since June 2. Her arrest was 
one of the first of a wave 
of detentions against op- 


position leaders, including 
seven potential presiden- 
tial candidates. President 
Daniel Ortega is seeking a 
fourth consecutive term in 
office Nov. 7. 

Chamorro has maintained 
her innocence. She is the 
daughter of former Presi- 
dent Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro. 

To clear the path toward re- 
election, Orfega’s govern- 
ment has moved against a 
number of nongovernmen- 
tal organizations if views as 
opposition. The president 
has claimed that organi- 
zations receiving funding 
from abroad were part of 
Qa broader conspiracy to 
remove him from office in 
2018. 


Following the arrest of 
Chamorro and other former 
foundation employees, 
the U.S. State Department 
said in a statement, “Their 
detention on trumped up 
charges Is an abuse of their 
rights, and it represents an 
assaqulf on democratic val- 
ues as well as a clear af- 
tempt to thwart free and 
fair elections.” 

In January, she stepped 
down from her role at the 
foundation. A month later, 
it closed ifs operations in 
Nicaragua after passage 
of a “foreign agents” law 
designed fo track foreign 
funding of organizations 
operating in the country. 
The nongovernmental Ni- 
caraguan Human. Rights 
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In this May 21, 2021 file photo, Cristiana Chamorro, former 
director of the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation for 
Reconciliation and Democracy, and daughter of a former 
president, arrives at the public Ministry where she was called 
for a meeting to explain alleged “inconsistencies” in financial 
reports filed with the government between 2015 and 2019 in 


Managua, Nicaragua. 


Center said Thursday the 
hearing took place at the 
Managua prison where 
many political prisoners are 
being held. There was no 
access for family members 
or the public. 


Associated Press 


Prosecutors said Thursday 
that five other accused 
in the case, including an- 
other Chamorro brother, 
journalist Carlos Fernando 
Chamorro, are fugitives in 
the case.L] 
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With no tourist handouts, 


By FIRDIA LISNAWATI 

and NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 

SANGEH, Indonesia (AP) — 
Deprived of their preferred 
food source — the ba- 
nanas, peanuts and other 
goodies brought in by tour- 
ists now kept away by the 
coronavirus — hungry mon- 
keys on the resort island of 
Bali have taken fo raiding 
villagers’ Nomes in their 
search for something tasty. 
Villagers in Sangeh say the 
gray long-tailled macaques 
have been venturing out 
from a sanctuary about 
500 meters (yards) away 
to hang out on their roofs 
and await the right time to 
swoop down and snatch a 
snack. 

Worried that the sporadic 
sorties will escalate into an 
all-out monkey assault on 
the village, residents have 
been taking fruit, pea- 
nuts and other food to the 
Sangeh Monkey Forest to 
try fo placate the primates. 
“We are afraid that the 
hungry monkeys will turn 
wild and vicious,” villager 
Saskara Gustu Alit said. 
About 600 of the ma- 
caques live in the forest 
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Macaques eat bananas during feeding time at San 
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Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021. 


sanctuary, swinging from 
the tall nutmeg trees and 
leaping about the famous 
Pura Bukit Sari temple, and 
are considered sacred. 

IN normal times the pro- 
tected jungle area in the 
southeast of the Indonesian 
island Is popular among lo- 
cal residents for wedding 
ohotos, as well as among 
international visitors. The 


relatively tame monkeys 
can be easily coaxed fo sit 
on a shoulder or lap for a 
oeanut or two. 

Ordinarily, tourism is the 
main source of income for 
Bali's 4 million residents, 
who welcomed more than 
5 million foreign visitors an- 
nually before the pandem- 
ic. The Sangeh Monkey 
Forest typically had about 





Worshippers pray at gas station in 
Lebanon amid fuel crisis 


JIYEH, Lebanon (AP) — Doz- 
ens of worshippers knelt in 
orayer Friday at the center 
of hundreds of cars and un- 
ruly motorists surrounding a 
gas station south of Beirut. 

Sheikh Ali al-Hussein led 


the session to highlight the 
hardship suffered by peo- 






ple who could not leave 
their spots in line for gas 
during the worst economic 
crisis in Lebanon's history. 
So, he says, he brought 
the mosque to the people, 
who were queued up for 
five kilometers (three miles) 
near a station in Jiyeh. 


Muslim worshippers pray during Friday prayers at a gas station to 
protest severe fuel shortages that Lebanon has been witnessing 
for weeks, in the coastal town of Jiyeh, south of Beirut, Lebanon, 


Friday, Sept. 3, 2021. 


Associated Press 


He blasted politicians for 
their corruption and mis- 
management. 

“The aim is to send a mes- 
sage to the political class 
which is to blame for the 
miseries of this nation,” he 
said. 

The session underscored 
Lebanon's economic and 
financial crisis, which has 
plunged more than half 
the population in pover- 
ty. The two-year crisis has 
been compounded by the 
pandemic and last year’s 
massive blast at Beirut port 
that killed at least 214 peo- 
ple and destroyed large 
parts of the city. The results 
include crippling power 
cuts and severe shortages 
of gasoline and diesel that 
have been blamed on 
smuggling, hoarding and 
the cash-strapped govern- 
ment’s inability to secure 
deliveries of oil products.) 


geh Monkey Forest in Sangeh, Bali Island, 








Associated Press 


6,000 visitors a month, but 
as the pandemic spread 
last year and international 
travel dropped off dramati- 
cally, that number dropped 
to about 500. 

Since July, when Indonesia 
banned all foreign travelers 
to the island and shut the 
sanctuary to local residents 
as well, there has been 
nobody. Not only has that 





hungry Bali monkeys raid homes 


meant nobody bringing in 
extra food for the monkeys, 
the sanctuary has also lost 
out on its admission fees 
and is running low on mon- 
ey to purchase food for 
them, said operations man- 
ager Made Mohon. 

The donations from villagers 
have helped, but they are 
also feeling the economic 
pinch and are gradually 
giving less and less, he said. 
“This prolonged pandemic 
is beyond our expecta- 
tions,” Made Mohon said, 
“Food for monkeys has be- 
come a problem.” 

Food costs run about 
850,000 rupiah ($60) a day, 
Made Mohon said, for 200 
kilograms (440 pounds) of 
cassava, the monkeys’ sta- 
ple food, and 10 kilograms 
(22 pounds) of bananas. 
The macaque Is an omni- 
vore and can eat a variety 
of animals and plants found 
in the jungle, but those in 
the Sangeh Monkey Forest 
have had enough contact 
with humans over the years 
that they seem to prefer 
other things. 

And they’re not afraid to 
take matters into their own 
hands, Gustu Alit said. LJ 
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Taste limitless possibilities ot Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries ond steps with both feet 
outside of the box fo create his most sensational dishes yet, This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
en scenic Eagle Beoch is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners ore able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


™ jJoinusforan & 
unforgetlable expericnec. 


? Reserve your seats. 


\. Dinnér Awaits! 








of +2797 280 88 69 

© wew.infiniaruba.com 
9 jE. irausquin Blvd 266 
# InfiniArubsa 

©) infiniaruba 
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COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! 


Antigen Test: $50 


PCR Test also available | 
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Foundation “Ban uni man pa cria nos muchanan” needs a helping hand 
Feeding the needy children of Aruba every school day 


ORANJESTAD — “Ban uni 
man pa cria nos muchan- 
an” is a foundation whose 
goal it is to provide the 
needy children of Aruba 
with a_ breakfast every 
school day. A breakfast 
which consists of a sand- 
wich and a drink (juice or 
milk). It is an independent 
foundation, receiving no 
subsidy whatsoever from 
the government. 


The program started at the 
beginning of the 2001/2002 
schoolyear as a commu- 
nity service project of the 
Facility Department of the 
Dr. Horacio E. Oduber Hos- 
pital, with 138 children. At 


ry 
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the closing of the schooly- 
ear 320 children were en- 
rolled and this kept grow- 
ing steadily each year. The 
2019 schoolyear § started 
with 650 children but as 
the schools reopened after 
the peak of the pandem- 





ic, the number of children 
grew to a staggering 794 
children at the closing of 
the 2019-2020 schoolyear! 
These children are from 57 
elementary schools all over 
the island. This number also 
includes about 70 children 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honors 
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loyal 
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PALM BEACH 


—Recently, 


visitors At Marriott Ocean Club 


Kimberley 








Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity had the great pleasure to honor Aru- 
ba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Good- 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. The Goodwill 
Ambassador is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as a token of ap- 
preciation to the guests who visit Aruba 
20 years and more consecutively. 


The honorees were Mr. Joseph Machia- 
verna and Mrs. Tracie Machiaverna, to- 
gether with their son Joseph Machiav- 
erna. 


These lovely people stated that they 
love the island very much, especially for 
its year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, delicious variety of foods, and 
Aruba's warm and friendly people. 


Richardson together with the represen- 
tatives of The Marriott Ocean Club pre- 
sented the certificates to the honorees, 
handed over some presents, and also 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from-home.) 
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of the Traimerdia project, 
which is an after school 
program. For over 20 years 
the foundation has been 
providing breakfast to chil- 
dren of elementary schools 
but they are aiming on 
some day also be able to 
provide kindergartens and 
high schools, seeing that 
there are many children in 
need. 

The breakfast program is 
Q sponsorship program; 
although the sponsors are 
encouraged to donate 
FIs 25.00 per month, the 
actual cost per child has 
doubled. Leaning towards 
Fls. 50.00 per month. Simple 
arithmetic shows that the 
current 450 sponsors are 
not enough. At Fis 50.00 per 
month it takes 800 sponsors 
to keep the program run- 
ning - or a combination of 
sponsors and donations. 
Due to the effect of the 
pandemic and the _in- 
crease in consumption 
prices the foundation Is ex- 
pecting a big deficit for the 
new school year of 2021- 
2022. If they don’t man- 
age to get sufficient funds 
they will have to reduce 
the amount of children to 
600, meaning that at least 
200 children won't be able 
to receive a breakfast this 
year and they would have 
to make the difficult deci- 
sion in Choosing who will 
stay on the list and who to 
remove. The foundation 
will keep working hard and 





do their utmost on getting 
these funds but they need 
the helo of the community. 
If you feel inspired by this 
article, do not just turn the 
page but act upon it. You 
can help and support this 
wonderful foundation by 
making a donation to their 
bank account at the follow- 
Ing banks: CMB 22559501, 
RBC 43.65.011 and at the 
Aruba Bank 2516290190. 


For more information, or to 
receive qa transcript of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the By-Laws or the latest Fi- 
nancial Report (2020-2021) 
of the foundation, please 
contact Mrs. Rachelle Roos 
at +297-527-4000 or Mrs. Fe- 
licia Halman at +297- 527- 
4750 or Mr. John Fun (Presi- 
dent) at +297-527-4711 or 
at +297-699-4330. 


Your support will helo the 
children of this program at 
least have a breakfast ev- 
ery day. L) 
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LM BEACH — Sundays are to 
the fullest, who does not 
n that. Corals Restaurant 
Holiday Inn Resort Aruba 
ands this as no other. For 
price you get great val- 
extensive, scrumptious, 
ed Sunday Brunch Buffet 
ottomless mimosas. Take a 
in the cool dining room with 
Nindow view at the big blue. 
the definition of a chill Sun- 
start with big taste! 


“It all started with the perception 
of the ideal Sunday. Sundays are 
for brunch and mimosas and it 
appears a trend to take it easy 
in the morning and indulge into 
q blissful brunch”, says Eva Ruiz, 
Marketing Director of the resort. 
“Who does not enjoy to wake 
Up late on a Sunday and take 
it easy with a coffee, mimosas 
and everything you crave fore” 
The Holiday Inn Resort Aruba 
started this relaxing brunch in 
February and is positively sur- 
prised with the overwhelming 
enthusiasm. Guests of the resort, 
outside guests and locals find 
their way to their favorite brunch 
spot. Chef Aldwin Donata could 
not be happier. “We change 
the menu every Sunday keeping 
in the all-time favorites. It is great 
to see that so many find their 
way to us, but honestly there 
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is no place where you get this 


quality brunch for this price”, he 
says with pride. 


Boosting Brunch 

Jump-start your day and let’s do 
this brunch. Relax, dive in and 
look aground to make your selec- 
tion at the extensive salad sta- 
tion, soup station, Asian station, 
carving station, Aruban station, 


RETUR 






Get a FREE Alhambra 


T-Shirt when you earn 
250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 
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IN 200 


THE SHO PS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 





IN: 








The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


Iv Tel F re ‘Ay 583.5000 | c 


fruit station and bread station. 


All your breakfast and lunch fa- 
vorites are here, believe us, and 
when you think you have fueled 
yourself with all the delicacies 
you can imagine there is one 
more you simply cannot skip: the 
heavenly dessert station with all 
home-made pastries, cakes and 
a chocolate fountain. Sunday 
Brunch at Corals is a must, treat 





_ 





rf 
be 


= ' 











yourself and your loved ones be- 
cause you deserve to maximize 
your day and get the best start. 


For more information call +297 
586 3600 or email the resort di- 
rectly at hiaruba@ihg.com. 








feenacy irom 11:00am to 
m the Holiday Inn Resort 
1 is welcoming you, chef 


7 Corals Restaurant for the 
3runch Buffet (children 6-12 
and children under 5 are 





Holiday Inn 
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by law: 


Tourist leaving the island with seashells, 


white sand and corals 


ORANJESTAD — For the last months the 
customs department at the airport inter- 
cepted many tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, whiste sand and corals as 
souvenies. 


Conform the international treaty of CITES 
and our local law which protects our 
Flora & Fauna, if is completetly prohib- 
ited to take any seashell, sand and coral 
outside of Aruba, this in order to protect 
our environment. The high amount of sea- 
shell, sand and corals confiscated is very 
strange and it is susoected that our own 
locals are the once selling these to the 
tourists, which is unacceptable. 


Upon confiscation at the airoort the tour- 
ist also faces a fine that they have to pay 
before leaving. This is surely not a pleasant 
experience for the tourist. This also leads 
to a negative reaction which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 


Let’s all give nature the respect it deserves 
by protecting our environment. Stop col- 
lecting seashells, white sand and corals 
from our shores and stop selling these to 
our tourist. We want our future generations 
and visitors to enjoy the beauty of our 
beaches, shells and corals. Let's all pro- 
tect what is ours!) 


SCONM 
Luxury Penthouse 
at Eagle Beach 


Two levels of spectacular ocean views 
and all the great amenities Blue Residences 
has to otter 


WWW.BLUEARUBAREALTY.COM | SALES@BLUEARUBAREALTY.COM | +1 (297)594 6395 











Dutch Caribbean Nature 
Alliance Organizes Session 
Specific to Conservation 
in the Dutch Caribbean 
at the World Conservation 


Congress 
Governors of Bonaire and Sint 
Maarten to Deliver Remarks 


WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO — The Dutch Caribbean Na- 
ture Alliance (DCNA) will be organizing and leading 
sessions focusing on highlighting the need to increase 
support conservation actions in the Dutch Caribbean 
at the IUCN World Conservation Congress next week. 


Held once every four years, the IUCN World Conser- 
vation Congress brings together several thousand 
leaders and decision-makers from government, 
civil society, indigenous peoples, business, and aca- 
demia, with the goal of conserving the environment 
and harnessing the solutions nature offers to global 
challenges. 


Through its membership of both IUCN Netherlands 
and the IUCN Caribbean Committee, DCNA will 
aim to highlight that, despite being the biodiversity 
hotspot of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, (for the 
Dutch Caribbean) very little attention is placed on 
the preservation and conservation of nature, particu- 
larly as it relates to the pending impacts of climate 
change. 


“We appreciate the opportunity to present the Dutch 
Caribbean at the World Conservation Congress, one 
of the largest conservation meetings on the global 
calendar. Although we have six park management 
organizations in the Dutch Caribbean doing excel- 
lent work, that work is not often enough highlighted. 
Another area we also aim to highlight during the 
meeting is the impacts climate change is having on 
our islands; all six of our islands are at the forefront of 
the climate crises and there should be more done by 
Governments both inside and outside of the region 
in terms of making the islands more resilient fo the im- 
pacts of a changing climate.,” commented Tadzio 
Bervoets, Director of the Dutch Caribbean Nature Al- 
lance. 


The Congress aims to improve how we manage our 
natural environment for human, social and economic 
development, but this cannot be achieved by con- 
servationists alone. The IUCN Congress is the place 
to put aside differences and work together to cre- 
ate good environmental governance, engaging alll 
parts of society to share both the responsibilities and 
the benefits of conservation. At the Dutch Caribbean 
specific event organized by DCNA, Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance Honorary Patron Governor Holiday of 
Sint Maarten as well as the Lt. Governor Mr. Edison 
Rijna will also be giving remarks.) 
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Collectible sabia OSes: to the dismay of hobbyists 


By KEN SWEET 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri- 
cans have become ob- 
sessed with collectibles, 
bidding up prices for trad- 
ing cards, video games 
and other mementos of 
their youth. The frenzy has 
brought small fortunes to 
some, but a deep frustra- 
tion for those who still love 
to play games or trade 
cards as a hobby. 

Among the items most 
sought after and even 
fought over are the relics 
of millennials’ childhoods. 
These include copies of 
trading cards such as Poke- 
mon’s Charizard and Mag- 
ic: The Gathering’s Black 
Lotus as well as Nintendo's 
Super Mario Bros. game 
cartridges. Some cards are 
selling for hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars and an un- 
opened Super Mario game 
recently sold for a record 
$2 million. 

This is more than a case 
of opportunistic collectors 
looking to cash in on a burst 
of nostalgia triggered by 
the pandemic. Everyone 
seemingly is angling for a 
piece of the pie. 

But while some collec- 
tors and investors see dol- 
lar signs, others complain 
about the breakdown of 
their tight-knit =commu- 
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Austin Deceder, displays a Black Lotus Magic card in his home office Friday, Aug. 27, 2021, in 


Kansas City, Mo. 


nities. Players looking to 
play in-person again after 
the pandemic are unable 
to find the game pieces 
they want; if the pieces 
are available, prices have 
gone up astronomically. 
“Prices are going up, and 
access is going down,” said 
Brian Lewis, who operates 
a YouTube channel under 
the name Tolarian Commvu- 
nity College. 

The collectibles frenzy has 
been fueled partly by You- 
Tube personalities. Logan 
Paul, who has 23 million 


subscribers on YouTube, 
made several videos where 
he simply opens up boxes 
of vintage Pokemon cards, 
hyping the prices he’d paid 
and bringing in millions of 
VIEWS. 

“It may be a burgeoning 
industry, but this is still big 
business. Brands want to 
reach these audiences,” 
said Justin Kline, co-found- 
er of Markerly, an influenc- 
er marketing agency. He 
estimates Paul may bring in 
six figures per video in ad- 
vertising revenue. 


Kraft, former officials settle SEC charges 
for $62 million 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fecd- 
eral regulators said Friday 
that Krafft Heinz Co. will 
pay $62 million to settle 
charges of accounting 
wrongdoing that led the 
company to report overly 
rosy financial results, which 
were later corrected. 

Two former senior execu- 
tives of the food company 
agreed to pay civil penal- 
ties, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission said. 
The SEC said that from late 
2015 through 2018, Kraft 
boasted about cost sav- 
ings that were actually 
unearned discounts and 
misleading reports about 
nearly 300 contracts with 


suppliers. 

The company’s’ claims 
were widely picked up by 
Wall Street analysts, the 
SEC Scie) Ulin 2017 Nant 
restated its financial re- 
sults to correct $208 million 
IN improperly recognized 
cost savings. 

The SEC alleged that Klaus 
Hofmann, Kraft’s former 
chief procurement officer, 
approved improper con- 
tracts. The agency said for- 
mer Chief Operating Offi- 
cer Eduardo Pelleissone 
was given many warning 
signs that expenses were 
being manipulated but 
didn’t address them and 
instead pressured the pro- 


curement division to hit 
Unrealistic savings targets. 
Pelleissone also approved 
the company’s financial 
staremenis. 

Kraft did not admit or 
deny the SEC's findings but 
agreed to avoid future vio- 
lations and pay a civil pen- 
alty, the SEC said. Pelleis- 
sone will pay a civil penalty 
of $300,000, and Hofmann 
will pay a $100,000 fine 
and be barred from serv- 
ing as an officer or direc- 
tor of a public Company 
for five years, the agency 
sald. 

Anita Bandy, the associ- 
ate director of the SEC’s 
enforcement division, said 
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The hype has sent collec- 
tors scrambling to find out 
if their Pikachu or Mox Em- 
erald might be worth a 
fortune. To do so, they turn 
to grading services, which 
have been flooded with or- 
ders some with a wait time 
of over a year. 

IN resoonse to record de- 
mand, companies are re- 
leasing new versions of the 
games, including premium 
oroducts that command 
higher prices. Whether the 
momentum is sustainable, 
at least when to comes to 





prices, is unknown. 

But the frenzy goes beyond 
trading cards. The U.S. Mint 
released a 100th Anniversa- 
ry collection of the Morgan 
silver dollar, considered by 
coin collectors to be one of 
the most beautiful designs 
ever made, early this sum- 
mer. The products sold out 
In minutes. 

There's also been record 
sales of vintage video 
games, from the Legend of 
Zelda to Super Mario 64. 
Meanwhile, the trading 
card community is seeing 
its own lofty prices as play- 
ers scramble to find cov- 
eted pieces for their collec- 
tion. A mint condition Black 
Lotus from Magic: The 
Gathering’s first set known 
as Aloha, sold in January 
for more than $510,000. 
That price is double what 
a card in similar condition 
sold for six months before in 
July 2020. 

Austin Deceder, 25, primar- 
ily buys and sells cards on 
Facebook and Twitter as a 
middleman between play- 
ers wanting to get out of 
their games and new play- 
ers. Deceder had a used 
Black Lotus card that he 
says he sold for $7,000 in 
September 2020. “Here we 
are now and the price on 
that same card has dou- 
bled.” ) 
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This Wednesday, March 25, 2015, file photo shows the Kraft 
logo outside of the company’s headquarters in Northfield, Ill. 


misleading contracts re- 
sults in “millions in bogus 
cost savings” and = hurt 
investors when the com- 
pany restated financial 
results. 

In 2019, Kraft restated re- 
sults Covering nearly three 
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years and disclosed that it 
was being investigated by 
the SEC for misconduct by 
procurement employees. 
The Chicago-based com- 
pany was formed by a 
2015 merger between 
Kraft Foods and Heinz.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 41 Eagle 
1 Russian abode 
legislature 42 Grove 
5 Role tar makeup 
Peck 43 Office 
9 Printer div. 
need 44 Beer, a0 ai : 
10 Chops slangily AISIPIS) : 
finely Yesterday's answer 
12Chance DOWN Critical 27 Pal of 
toswing 1 Adoie asset Pooh 
13. Baja 2Straignt 44 Airs 29 Tolerated 
buddy SHoneyed astiton  30Bumsa 
14 Garden noe circles it bit 
activity 4 Skilled sgl ate 31 Periphery 
16 Singer — runners 33 Spot in 
Henley > Wise ne 
my level the ecean 
17 Great words 
weight 6 Yonder 24 Eats af pneeee 
18 Apparent fellow 29 Honsnu nation 
90 Comer tf lart city 39 Gloss 
99 Secures 8 shoo! 26 Wrote target 
rok 
25 Ready for 
business 
26 ANXIOUS 
feeling 
32 Looking 
for 
34 Gndge 
action 
35 One or 
more 
36 Slow flow 
38 Rounded 
hill 
40 Grassy 
plant 
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Cine letter stands tor another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Ls. & for the pee O's. cle. Single leiers. 
upostraphes. dhe length and formation of the words 
ure all hints. buch day the code letters are different. 
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In this Monday, Aug. 30, 2021, file photo, people are evacuated from floodwaters in the aftermath 


of Hurricane Ida in LaPlace, La. 
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UN: Weather disasters soar in numbers, 
cost, but deaths fall 


By SETH BORENSTEIN and 
JAMEY KEATEN 

Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — Weather 
disasters are striking the 
world four to five times 
more offen and causing 
seven times more dam- 
age than in the 1970s, the 
United Nations weather 
agency reports. 

But these disasters are kill- 
ing far fewer people. In the 
1970s and 1980s, they killed 
an average of about 170 
people a day worldwide. 
In the 2010s, that dropped 
to about 40 per day, the 
World Meteorological Or- 
ganization said in a report 
Wednesday that looks at 
more than 11,000 weather 
disasters in the past half- 
century. The report comes 
during a disaster-filled sum- 
mer globally, including 
deadly floods in Germany 
and a heat wave in the 
Mediterranean, and with 
the United States simulta- 
neously struck by powerful 
Hurricane Ida and an on- 
slaught of drought-wors- 
ened wildfires. 

“The good news is that we 
have been able to mini- 
mize the amount of casual- 
ties once we have started 
having growing amount 
of disasters: heatwaves, 
flooding events, drought, 
and especially ... intense 


tropical storms like Ida, 
which has been hitting re- 
cently Louisiana and Missis- 
slopl in the United States,” 
Petteri Taalas, WMO’s sec- 
retary-general, told a news 
conference. 

“But the bad news Is that 
the economic losses have 
been growing very rapidly 
and this growth Is supposed 
to continue,” he added. 
“We are going to see more 
climatic extremes because 
of climate change, and 
these negative trends in 
climate will continue for 
the coming decades.” 


In the 1970s, the world av- 
eraged about 711 weather 
disasters a year, but from 
2000 to 2009 that was up to 
3,536 a year or nearly 10 a 
day, according to the re- 
port, which used data from 
the Centre for Research 
on the Epidemiology of 
Disasters in Belgium. The 
average number of yearly 
disasters dropped a Dif in 
the 2010s to 3,165, the re- 
port said. Most death and 
damage during 50 years 
of weather disasters came 
from storms, flooding and 
drought.LJ 
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U.N.: Brief gains in air quality in 2020 over COVID 


lockdowns 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — The U.N. 
weather agency says the 
world and especially urban 
areas experienced a brief, 
sharo drop in emissions 
of air pollutants last year 
amid lockdown measures 
and related travel restric- 
tions put in place over the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The World Meteorological 
Organization, releasing its 
first ever Air Quality and 
Climate Bulletin on Friday, 
cautioned that the re- 
ductions in pollution were 
patchy and many parts 
of the world showed levels 
that outpaced air qual- 
ity guidelines. Some types 
of pollutants continued to 
emerge at regular or even 
higher levels. 

“COVID-19 proved to be 
an unplanned § air-quality 
experiment, and it did lead 
to temporary localized im- 


provements,” said Petteri 
Taalas, the WMO secre- 
tary-general. “But a@ pan- 


demic is not a substitute 
for sustained and system- 
atic action to tackle major 
drivers of both population 
and climate change and 
so safeguard the health of 
both people and planet.” 

The WMO — study ana- 
lyzed changes in air qual- 
ity around the main pol- 


lutants, including © sulfur 
dioxide, nitrogen oxides, 
carbon monoxide and 


ozone. Ihe Geneva-based 
agency noted an “unprec- 
edented decrease” in pol- 
lutant emissions as many 
governments restricted 
gatherings, closed schools, 
and imposed lockdowns. 

Oksana Tarasova, head of 
WMO's atmospheric envi- 
ronment research division, 
said the impact of such 
measures on major pollut- 
ants was short-lived. When 
measures to reduce mobil- 
ity mean “there are no cars 
on the street, you see the 
improvement in air qual- 
ity immediately. And of 
course, as soon as the cars 
go back on the street, you 
get the worsening back.” 

That compared to “long- 
lead greenhouse gases” 
behind global warming like 
carbon dioxide, whose at- 








In this Sunday, April 25, 2021 file photo, smog hangs over Mexico City. 


mospheric levels can take 
many years to change. 

WMO cited declines of Up 
to nearly 70% in average 
levels of nitrogen oxides, 
which are largely emitted 
through transportation and 
burning of fossil fuels. It also 
noted up to 40% drops the 
biggest ones recorded in 
southeast Asia of average 
levels of tiny particulate 
matter in the air during full 
lockdown measures last 
year, compared to the 
same periods from 2015 to 
2019. Nitrogen oxides also 
destroy ozone in the ar. 
Partially as a result of the 
drop in nitrogen oxides, 


ozone levels which vary 
depending on_ location 
remained flat or slightly in- 
creased in some places. 
Carbon monoxide levels 
fell in all regions, especially 
South America. 

One conundrum for policy 
makers is that some pol- 
lutants like sulfur dioxide 
in the air actually helo to 
cool the atmosphere, par- 
tially offsetting the impacts 
of climate change. 
Tarasova said air quality 
was “very complex” and 
noted that events like wild- 
fires in Australia, smoke 
from biomass burning § in 
Siberia and the United 
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States, and the “Godzilla 
effect” — in which sand 
and dust drift from the Sa- 
hara Desert across the At- 
lantic to North America 
— also had effects on air 
quality last year.) 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Santa Anna_ Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Jam & Lewis are back for the first time with ‘Volume One’ 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL- 
TON 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — If anyone 
questions being too old to 
try something new, look no 
further than iconic music 
oroducers Jimmy Jam and 
Terry Lewis. 

“As you get older in life, we 
realized that there’s less 
first times you get to actu- 
ally experience _ things,” 
said Jam. “For us, all the first 
times are very exciting.” 
Despite nearly four de- 
cades in the business, five 
Grammys and widespread 
reverence across the re- 
cording industry, the pro- 
ducing-songwriting duo 
known as Jam & Lewis re- 
cently accomplished one 
major goal: they released 
their debut album. 

“Music has always still been 
a part of our lives, but we 
did take some time off to 
do some important things 
which was basically raise 
our kids,” said Jam, a two- 
time chair of the Record- 
ing Academy. “Now, we're 
selfish again.” 

“Jam & Lewis, Volume 
One,” which landed at #49 
on Billboard's Independent 
albums chart, is a 10-song 
project featuring a who's 
who of R&B singers. Some 
are previous collaborators, 
like Mariah Carey, Usher, 
Mary J. Blige and Boyz Il 
Men. Others are new part- 
nerships such as Toni Brax- 
ton, Babyface and The 






| 
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Jimmy Jam, left, and Terry Lewis pose for a portrait in New York on Monday, July 26, 2021. 


Roots. “There’s a thing that 
we call ‘hang factor,’ and 
| don’t like working with 
people if | can’t hang with 
them,” explained Lewis. 
“We hang, we try to find 
out what the vision is, and 
then we start trying to cre- 
ate that vision.” 

The hang factor helped 
birth records like “Some- 
what Loved” with Carey, 
which currently sits at #10 
on Billboard’s Adulf R&B 
chart, a mid-tempo track 
featuring her emotionally 
lamenting about lost love. 
“He Don't Know. Nothin’ 
Bout It,” which peaked at 
#4 on the same chart, mir- 


rors past Babyface slow 
jams as he attempts to per- 
suade a woman that she 
deserves better. There's 
also a quintessential Toni 
Braxton sound on “Happily 
Unhappy,” a beautiful song 
about heartbreak that’s so 
timeless, it could've been 
released two decades 
ago, yet still feels perfect 
today. Dubbing their sound 
“new nostalgia,” the aloum 
doesn’t push boundaries or 
dabble into the trap beats, 
heavy Auto-Tune and sing- 
song vibe of much of to- 
day’s R&B. They chose to 
stay within the traditional 
soul sounds which made 
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these 2017 Songwriters Hall 
of Fame inductees uber- 
successful. 

“It wasn't like we had a 
bunch of songs and it was 
like, ‘Let's do these songs.’ 
It was like ... let’s make the 
perfect song for each art- 
ist,’ Jam said. “We want 
the fans to fall back in love 
or remember why they fell 
in love with those artists. 
But we also want the art- 
ists To fall back in love with 
themselves.” 

Jam, 64, born James Har- 
ris Ill, and Lewis, 62, grew 
Up In Minneapolis with its 
bustling 1970s local mu- 
sic scene. Jam attended 


Elton John pairs with Nicki, Miley, many more on 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Elton 
John is releasing an album 
of collaborations with art- 
ists from several genera- 
tions and genres, including 
Nicki Minaj, Young Thug, 


Miley Cyrus, Lil Nas X, Ste- | 


vie Nicks and Stevie Won- 
der. 


“The Lockdown Sessions,” | 


a collection of 16 songs 
featuring John with artists 
from Dua Lipa to the late 
Glen Campbell, will be re- 
leased on Oct. 22 by Inter- 
scope Records, the label 
announced Wednesday. 

The pandemic project was 
sourred by John having to 


pause his “Farewell Yellow 





Brick Road” tour in March 
2020, and by his Apple 


_—— 


Music talk show “Rocket 
Hour,” through which he 


Elton John is seen after performing “(I’m Gonna) Love Me 
Again” nominated for the award for best original song from 
“Rocketman” at the Oscars on Feb. 9, 2020, at the Dolby Theatre 
in Los Angeles. 


Associated Press 


got to know many of the 
artists he would work with. 
The tracks were recorded 
with the artists remote from 
each other in some cases, 
together with safety pre- 
cautions in others. 

John said if pushed him 
into very unfamiliar musi- 
cal territory, dipping into 
hip-hop, country and elec- 
tronic dance music, some- 
times in the same song. 

“| realised there was some- 
thing weirdly familiar about 
working like this,” he said in 
a statement announcing 
the album. 

“At the start of my career, 
in the late 60s, | worked as 


middle school with Prince, 
and a_ post-high school 
reunion led them fo start 
playing with Morris Day and 
the Time, with Prince do- 
ing most of the writing and 
oroducing. (Day Is also fea- 
tured on the album.) 

After disagreeing on proj- 
ects outside of The Time, 
Prince fired them, sparking 
Jam and Lewis’ producing 
career. “There's not a day 
we don’t think about him 
and we don't think about 
as we're making music. ‘| 
think Prince would like this. 
| think he'd approve of this. 
He'd like what we’re doing 
here,’ said Jam, smiling. 
The duo helped craft hits 
for the $.O.S Band, Chaka 
Khan, George Michael, 
New Edition and more, in- 
cluding classics like the 
Uplifting “Optimistic” by 
Sounds of Blackness, “No 
More Drama” by Mary J. 
Blige, “Rhythm Nation” by 
Janet Jackson,” “Scream,” 
a collaboration with her 
legendary brother Michael, 
and “Open My Heart” by 
gospel icon Yolanda Ad- 
ams. They're responsible 
for more than 50 Billboard 
No. 1 songs on the pop, 
R&B and dance charts — 
all while donning their sig- 
nature all-black suits. (“All 
the decisions you have to 
make throughout a day, 
if you can take one deéci- 
sion out, that just leaves a 
hole for other thinking,” ex- 
plained Lewis.) LJ 


new album 


a session musician. Work- 
ing with different artists 
during lockdown remind- 
ed me of that. I’d come full 
circle: | was a session musi- 
cian again. And it was still 
ONES” 

The opening track with 
Dua Lipa, “Cold Heart 
(PNAU Remix),” was re- 
leased earlier this month. 
John takes the lead on 
some of the tracks, in- 
cluding duets with Brandi 
Carlile and Eddie Vedder, 
and is a featured guest 
on others, including previ- 
ously released recordings 
with Rina Sawayama and 
Surfaces.) 
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By BRIAN MAHONEY 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Garbi- 
Ne Muguruza and Simona 
Halep have mastered the 
grass at Wimbledon and 
conquered the clay at the 
French Open. 

Maybe they finally have 
the answers for the hard 
courts of the U.S. Open. 
The two-time Grand Slam 
champions both pulled out 
three-set victories Friday to 
reach the fourth round of 
the year’s final Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Muguruza beat three-time 
U.S. Open finalist Victoria 
Azarenka 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 fo 
match her best showing in 
New York. 

The No. 9 seed from Spain 
reached the round of 16 
in 2017, right after winning 
her Wimbledon title. She 
hadn't been past the sec- 
ond round since, though 
said she’s always liked play- 
ing in New York despite her 
struggles. “This year so far 
it's working, so | just want 
to keep going,” Muguruza 
said. Same with Halep, who 


Cubs’ Ross, 


By JAY COHEN 

AP Baseball Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
Cubs manager David Ross 
and president of base- 
ball operations Jed Hoyer 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

A sookesman for the team 
said Ross and Hoyer are 
feeling fine and quarantin- 
ing. Both of them are vac- 
cinated. 
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Muguruza, Halep take rare strong US Open runs into 4th round 


tag 


Garbine Muguruza, of Spain, reacts after beating Victoria Azarenka, of Belarus, during the third 
round of the US Open tennis championships, Friday, Sept. 3, 2021, in New York. 


fought through a mara- 
thon first-set tiebreaker and 
eventually beat Elena Ry- 
bakina 7-6 (11), 4-6, 6-3 To 
reach the U.S. Open fourth 
round for the first time since 
2016. Both players have 
been finalists at the Austra- 


lian Open, also played ona 
hard court. 

But the U.S. Open had prov- 
enamore difficult puzzle for 
both. Halep had lost in the 
first round in both 2017 and 
2018 the latter the first time 
that had happened to the 
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No. 1 seed in the first round 
at the U.S. Open and her 
success this time was tough 
to expect after she missed 
Wimbledon and the French 
Open with a calf injury. 

The No. 12 seed from Ro- 
mania needed seven set 


points to finally win the tie- 
breaker after she was bro- 
ken at love when serving 
for the set at 6-5. 

She eventually won it when 
the 19th-seeded_ Rybaki- 
na double-faulted, then 
worked her way to the 
round of 16 for the first time 
since reaching the quarter- 
finals in 2016. 

Another matchup of wom- 
en's Grand Slam champi- 
ons was ahead later Friday 
when Sloane _ Stephens, 
the 2017 U.S. Open winner, 
faced 2016 champion and 
No. 16 seed Angelique Ker- 
ber. 

No. 3 seed Naomi Osaka, 
who won her second U.S. 
Open title last year, was 
expected to be back on 
the court for the first time 
since the first night of the 
tournament to face Leylah 
Fernandez in a third-round 
evening match. 

Osaka received a walkover 
into the third round when 
opponent Olga Danilovic 
withdrew Wednesday with 
a viral illness unrelated to 
COVID-19. L) 


Hoyer test positive for COVID-19; Green ejected 


Ross and Hoyer likely will 
have to stay away from the 
team for at least 10 days, 
though Major League 
Baseball has made excep- 
tions for individuals cleared 
by its medical experts if de- 
termined to be not infec- 
tious. Bench coach Andy 
Green will run the team 
while Ross is away, but he 
was ejected by second 
base umpire Tom Hallion in 








In this Aug. 12, 2021, file photo, Chicago Cubs manager David 
Ross watches from the dugout during the eighth inning of a 
baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers in Chicago. 
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the sixth inning of Friday’s 
game against the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates. 

It looked as if Green was 
upset with Kevin New- 
man’s slide into second on 
a potential double play 
that turned into a throw- 
Ing error on Cubs shortstop 
Sergio Alcantara, bringing 
home a run. Green threw 
his hat down after he was 
thrown out, and then con- 
tinued his argument with 
Hallion before departing 
to a round of cheers from 
the crowd at Wrigley Field. 
Green said before the 
game that Ross’ close con- 
tacts had been tested and 
there were no other posi- 
tive COVID-19 tests within 
the clubhouse. 

“SO our expectation is that 
everybody on our roster’s 
ready to go and ready to 
play today,” he said. 

The Cubs are among a 
handful of big league 
teams that have failed to 
reach the 85% vaccination 
threshold required for the 


relaxation of MLB’s COV- 
ID-19 protocols. 

Green said the team is 
planning to make some 
changes in light of the pair 
of positive tests. He also 
said there were no conver- 
sations about canceling 
Friday’s game. 

“We take COVID incred- 
ibly seriously around here,” 
Green said. “We're going 
to do a number of things 
and not just test his close 
contacts. We're going to 
try to reduce our time in 
the clubhouse over the 
coming week, fo try to miti- 
gate as much as humanly 
possible the spread of if.” 
Green, 44, Is in his second 
season as Ross’ bench 
coach. Green managed 
the San Diego Padres for 
almost four seasons before 
he was fired in Seotember 
AON, 

He said it will be tough not 
having Ross around. 

“He’s a lot of fun. He 
makes the clubhouse a 
lively place,” Green said. 


“You hear him before you 
see him. Not everybody 
In the world ts like that, so 
it's going to suck not be- 
ing around him for the next 
10 days. We hope all of 
Us stay healthy and con- 
tinue to test negative so 
we don't have any further 
spread.” 

The positive tests for Ross 
and Hoyer come with the 
Cubs likely headed for 
their worst finish since they 
went 73-89 in 2014. They 
had at least a share of first 
place as late as June 24 
before an 1l-game slide 
sent them spiraling out of 
contention. 

Hoyer expressed frustration 
with the team’s vaccina- 
tion rate in May, arguing 
that falling short of the 85% 
threshold was “a real com- 
petitive advantage that 
we're going to miss.” 

The Cubs had two coach- 
es test positive for COV- 
ID-19 back in April, playing 
a role in a flurry of moves 
for the team.) 
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NHL reaches agreement to send players to Olympics in Beijing 


By STEPHEN WHYNO and 
JOHN WAWROW 

AP Hockey Writers 

The NHL is set to return to 
the Olympics in Beijing this 
winter after reaching an 
agreement with interna- 
tional officials, though the 
league and players have 
the opportunity to with- 
draw if pandemic circum- 
stances warrant. 

The NHL, its players’ union, 
the International Olympic 
Committee and the Inter- 
national Ice Hockey Fed- 
eration struck a deal Friday 
that will out the best players 
in the world back on sports 
biggest stage in February 
after they skipped the 2018 
Pyeongchang Games. 

‘It was not easy, but we 
did it," IIHF president Rene 
Fasel told The Associated 
Press by phone. ‘I'm re- 
ally, really happy. When 
you see the last was 2014, 
and they would wait until 
2026, SO you have 12 years 
in between — that means 
we have a generation of 
hockey players that would 
not be able to play in the 
Olympics." 

Even after the NHL and 
players agreed to Olym- 
pic participation as part of 
a long-term extension of 
the collective bargaining 
agreement last summer, 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and related costs threat- 
ened to shelve that possi- 
bility. Instead, the sides fig- 
ured it out, allowing for the 
league or players to with- 
draw if virus circumstances 
change for the worse or 
there's an outbreak during 
the season. 

As long as that does not 
happen, NHL players will 
compete in the Olympic 
mens hockey tournament 
for the sixth time in seven 
chances dating to 1998. 
“We understand how pas- 
sionately NHL players feel 
about representing and 
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In this Feb. 23, 2014, file photo, Canada forward Sidney Crosby, left, scores a goal past Sweden 
goaltender Henrik Lundqvist during the second period of the men's gold medal ice hockey game 
at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 


competing for the coun- 
tries," NHL Deputy Commis- 
sioner Bill Daly said. "We are 
very pleased that we were 
able to conclude arrange- 
ments that will allow them 
to resume best on best on 
the Olympic stage." 
COVID-19 insurance Is not 
part of the agreemert, 
though Fasel confirmed the 
IIHF will provide a $5 million 
fund for any lost salary be- 
cause of the disease. Vac- 
cinations are expected to 
be required, and players 
will have their contracts in- 
sured for injury.U.S. coach 
Mike Sullivan called return- 
ing to the Olympics "such 
an exciting time for hock- 
ey. 

He is not alone in that think- 
INg. 

Reigning NHL MVP Connor 
McDavid played for an un- 
der-23 "Team North Ameri- 
ca’ at the 2016 World Cup 
of Hockey and has yet to 
play for Canada in a tour- 
nament of the world's best 
men's hockey players. 

“Just to be able to repre- 
sent Canada at the Olym- 
pics and compete for a 


gold medal would be an 
absolute dream come 
true,” McDavid told the AP 
this week. "It's kind of been 
a long time since we've 
been able to play best on 
best internationally. | think 
for me, and | think for a lot 
of guys that were on that 
team, It's been a long time 
coming. We're obviously 
looking forward to going 
to the Olympics if we're all 
lucky enough to make It." 

It could be the first Olym- 
pics for McDavid, U.S. star 


Auston Matthews, 2020 
playoff MVP and two-time 
Stanley Cupo champion 


Victor Hedman and many 
others. They didn't get the 
opportunity three years 
ago, when national teams 
were made up mostly of 
college and European pro- 
fessional players, except for 
the Olympic Athletes from 
Russia, who won the gold 
medal in Pyeongchang. 

"The Olympics is one of the 
biggest dreams of mine 
and | havent been able 
to participate in one — this 
might be the last chance 
| get," said Hedman, who 
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was left off Sweden's 2014 
Olympic roster. "When you 
get an opportunity to rep- 
resent your country on 
the biggest stage, If is one 
of those things that you'll 
probably never forget. So 
yeah for me it Is obviously 
something that I've been 
dreaming about my whole 
life and something | want 
to do before | hang up my 
Skates.” 

IN anticipation of a deal 
being reached, the NHL 
already scheduled a three- 
week break to take into 
account the Olympic tour- 
nament opening on Feb. 
9. The league will still hold 
its All-Star weekend in Las 
Vegas before players fly to 
China on Feb. 6. 

It levels the playing field, 
said Hall of Fame defen- 
seman Chris Pronger, who 
made his Olympic debut 
in 1998 and won gold with 
Canada in 2010. "It allows 
more countries to compete 
at a higher level. If show- 
cases the sport." 

NHL players at the Olym- 
pics became common- 
place, with the IOC agree- 
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ing to pay travel and insur- 
ance costs and owner's will- 
ing to pause the season for 
players to take part in the 
tournament. An entire gen- 
eration of players grew up 
knowing of Olympics being 
a showcase for NHL stars. 
"You have a dream of rep- 
resenting your country,’ 
said U.S. defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh of the Light- 
ning. ‘The Olympic Games 
are such a unique experi- 
ence, and | think they do 
wonders for the sport of 
hockey." 

The IOC under President 
Thomas Bach would not 
pay assorted costs in 2018, 
leading the NHL fo turn 
away from the Olympics 
and league officials ex- 
pressing their concerns 
about interrupting the 
season. Fasel said officials 
worked off the 2014 agree- 


ment and then made 
tweaks because of the 
pandemic. 


Players ultimately decided 
it was worth handling any 
virus restrictions in Beijing, 
which could go above and 
beyond the quarantined 
bubbles of the 2020 play- 
offs. 

"| don't think there'll be any- 
thing there that we haven't 
seen before,” Canada 
coach Jon Cooper said. "| 
do take comfort in the fact 
that we've been through alll 
these different situations." 
NOTES: Should the NHL opt 
out for COVID-19 reasons, 
Fasel said the Olympic tour- 
nament would proceed 
with participating countries 
sending a team made up 
of Nnon-NHL players. 

Such a scenario would 
potentially handcuff the 
United States and Canada, 
based on a limited pool 
of players to draw from 
because the tournament 
would interfere with the 
Canadian junior and USS. 
college seasons. ... With the 
deal in place, USA Hockey 
filed out Sullivan's staff of 
assistants, which will be 
made up of Nashville Pred- 
ators coach John Hynes, 
former New York Rangers 
coach David Quinn, Pen- 
guins assistant Todd Reird- 
en and former NHL goalie 
Ryan Miller, who retired af- 
ter after an 18-year career 
last season.L} 


